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SYNOPSIS
The mite family Iehthyostomatogasteridae Sellnick is recorded
from Australia for the first time. It now includes two speeies,
Asternoluelaps fecundus Berlege from Turope, and A. australis, sp.
nov. from a hat cave in Soath Australia.

INTRODUCTION

Tn 1953 Sellnick erected a new cohort Ichthyostomatogasterina
and family Tehthyostomatogasteridae, which were based on his new
genus and speeies Iehthyostomatoguster nyhlendi from the nest of the
velvet skater dnuck, Melawitta fusca (L.), from the island of Stora
Karlsd, off Gottland, Sweden. Ilis syntypes (fwo nymphs, four
femaleg, one male) are in the Eantomology Department of the
Stockholm Museum.

Berlese had earlier (1923, p. 252) deseribed without figures both
sexes of Asternolaelaps fecundus from humus and moss from Vallom-
hrosa, Ttaly. His types are in the Stazione di Entomologia Agravia in
Florence. This malerial has since been redeseribed and figured in
detail by Tivans (1954), and shown to be counspecific with Sellnick’s
species.  Tivans therefore synonymised I. myhleni Sellnick with 4.
fecundus Berlese, but retained Sellnick’s cohort and family names,
appavently in accordanee with Recommendation 54 (1) (a) of the
Jopenhagen Decisions on Zoological Nomenclature,

A single male of a sccond species of Asternolaclaps very close
to Berlese’s species was found on a live bat in a cave at Naracoorte,
South Aunstralia. It ig, however, probably not a true parasite of bats
or any other animals. Althongh it possibly only represents a sub-
species of A. fecundus Berlese, heeause of several small morphological
differences and ihe widely separated localities, it is here briefly
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Fig. 1. dsternolaclaps australis, sp. nov. Male. A. Dorsal shield, with inset

showing texture. B. Venter, C. Tined seta on palpal tarsus. 1. Chelicera in

lateral view. E. Tectumr. F. Sternal platelet. G. Lahial cornicles nnd gnatho-

somal setae. H. Leg I. L Leg II. J. Log IIT. K. Leg 1V. L. Tritosternum,
M, Ventral view of palp.
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